BY
R. E. WR'IGHT, C.I.E., M.Ch., Major (Temp.), I.M.S. FOR many years I have used perforated solid glass necklace beads of various sizes for the above purpose. They -were perhaps not so suitable as carbonized bone or gold basket spheres but were much easier to obtain than the former and far cheaper than the latter. Most of the other materials used for implantation have greater or lesser disadvantages; e.g., hollow glass spheres -may burst, smooth unperforated spheres of any material are likely to migrate, and silver baskets cause staining.
The advantage of a perforated glass bead was that it could be anchored with catgut to the muscles inside the capsule.
The technique of snare enucleation, or that of stripping the pedicle with a De Weltz spoon and clamping with the instrument made at my suggestion by Messrs. Down Bros.,'which I prefer, gives a good view of the capsule sleeve and muscle cone and an -almost dry socket. In this the perforated sphefe can be anchored readily by picking up bites of opposing muscles a short distance back from where they'were divided, wlth a catgut suture running through the sphere.
It occurred to me some time ago tha-t methyl methacrylate resin spheres perforated in 2 diameters at right angles^, and fluted on the-surface in a sort of basket work pattern, might be better than perforated glass beads 'and even easier to obtain.-Lt.-Col. S. H. Woods, Army Dental Corps, kindly had such spheres made for me by the No. 1 Dental Laboratory, Aldershot.
They were anchored to the superior and inferior recti by gut passing through the vertical tunnel, and to the lateral muscles by wvay of the horizontal tunnel. These sutures were tied' over the top of the globe; the usual purse string catgut suture was then passed round the mouth of the bag, picking up alternate bites of Tenon's capsule and cut mu-scle extremities, and -tied off. The fluting of the globe is intended to supplement the fibrous tissue anchorage which eventually takes place.
The resin spheres' first used produced an unexpected and extensive-non-inflammatory 'oedema of the lids and cheek. This undesirable reaction occurred on several successive occasions. 
